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4. Authorize the Director of Parks and Recreation, in his capacity as Director of the 
Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District, to award a grant to 
the Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority (MRCA) for the above 
acquisition when applicable conditions have been met and to administer the 
grant as of the date of this action and pursuant to procedures in the Procedural 
Guide for the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
The Conservancy is requesting your Board’s approval to add the proposed acquisition 
of Soka University property in western Los Angeles County to its initial project list so 
that the Conservancy can use funds allocated pursuant to the Safe Neighborhood Parks 
Proposition of 1996 (1996 Proposition) for the acquisition.  The Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area General Plan identifies the Soka University 
complex as the eventual location for the National Recreation Area visitor’s center.  The 
proposed acquisition will preserve the area as open space and will protect outstanding 
representative plant communities, provide foraging and nesting habitat and is a highly 
important wildlife movement corridor.  The site is also a significant scenic resource in 
the region.   
 
Additionally, approval of the recommended actions will allocate $575,000 in Specified 
Excess Funds to the Conservancy for the Soka University property acquisition.  The 
entire project cost of $35,000,000 includes $1,500,000 of the funds advanced to the 
Conservancy pursuant to the 1996 Proposition and $32,925,000 from private, municipal 
and state sources.  The project will be administered by the MRCA on behalf of the 
Conservancy as authorized in the Conservancy’s Procedural Guide adopted by your 
Board on June 17, 1997. 
 
The proposed project consists of the acquisition of approximately 588 acres bounded by 
Malibu Creek State Park and Las Virgenes Road to the west; Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area open space and privately-owned land to the south; Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation Authority-owned Las Virgenes View Park and privately-
owned land to the north; and privately owned land to the east.  Mulholland Highway 
follows the northwestern boundary of the property and then turns and bisects the 
property.  A map of the project area is included as Attachment A. 
 
It is also recommended that the Director of Parks and Recreation be authorized to 
award the grant to the MRCA, when applicable conditions have been met, such as 
grantee qualifications and consistency between the projects and requirements of the 
1996 Proposition, and to administer the grant under procedures previously approved by 
your Board. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
 

The proposed actions further the Board approved County Strategic Plan Goal No. 1 
(Service Excellence), Goal No. 4 (Fiscal Responsibility), Goal No. 5 (Children and 
Family Well-being), and Goal No. 6 (Community Services) by funding the acquisition 
of additional protected open space land in the Santa Monica Mountains.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 

 
Sufficient appropriation for the grant in the amount of $575,000 is budgeted in the 
Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District Excess Funds Project 
Fund, HD6.  Funds for the grant are available from the Third Supervisorial District’s 
portion of the Regional Park and Open Space District allocations of Excess Funds 
for Fiscal Year 2004-05. 

 
Additionally, project funding from the District, in an estimated amount of $1,500,000, 
will be funded from the $22,750,000 allocated to the Conservancy under Section (3), 
Subsection (d) of the 1996 Proposition and already advanced to the Conservancy.  
The cost of the entire project, including the $2,075,000 in District funds, is 
$35,000,000. 

 
These actions will allow acquisition by the MRCA, on behalf of the Conservancy, and 
will have no impact on the County’s General Fund. 

 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
The 1996 Proposition requires that funds provided to the Conservancy be expended 
“solely for projects approved by the Board, pursuant to such criteria as the Board 
may, in its discretion, adopt,” provided that those projects are identified in the 
Conservancy’s annual work program transmitted to the Governor and State 
Legislature and as may be amended from time to time, after a noticed public 
hearing. 

 
The 1996 Proposition further provides that your Board may disapprove a project 
within the boundaries of a city only upon a finding that the acquisition or 
improvement may impact access to or use of a site identified or proposed for present 
or future sanitary landfill purposes.  In addition, your Board previously has adopted 
procedural requirements requiring a review of proposed Conservancy projects 
relative to their impact on existing or proposed highways, and their consistency with 
General or Area Plans. 
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The proposed acquisition project meets the procedural requirements of the 1996 
Proposition and has been reviewed in accordance with the Conservancy’s revised 
Procedural Guide, adopted by your Board on June 17, 1997.   

 
The Department of Public Works has found that the project would not negatively 
impact current or potential future County sanitary landfill sites (Attachment B).   

 
The Department of Public Works has also found that planned County roads or 
highways might affect Las Virgenes Road.   If it becomes necessary to widen Las 
Virgenes Road to Mayor Highway standards in the future, after Soka University 
property becomes parkland, any future acquisition of right-of-way to accommodate 
road widening will be subject to the Federal Parklands Act.  This would significantly 
increase the cost and complexity of the right-of-way acquisition process since any 
acquired parkland property would need to be replaced elsewhere (Attachment C).   

 
The County Counsel’s Office and the Department of Regional Planning have 
determined that there are no inconsistencies or lack of conformity between the 
unincorporated portion of the proposal and the applicable County planning 
documents (Attachments D and E). 

 
The 1996 Proposition provides for an annual determination of the availability of 
excess funds and for allocation of such funds for capital projects in four categories.  
On June 8, 2004, your Board identified excess funds for capital projects in Fiscal 
Year 2004-05.   Any funds allocated by your Board, but not encumbered by award of 
a grant contract in the same fiscal year, shall be available for allocation by your 
Board in the following fiscal year. 

 
The 1996 Proposition requires that agencies to which funds were allocated under 
the Safe Neighborhood Parks Propositions of 1992 and 1996 encumber all such 
funds prior to receiving grants of Excess Funds.  The Conservancy has met this 
requirement.  The Board may establish additional conditions on grants of Excess 
Funds.  Your Board approved a Procedural Guide on June 17, 1997, to govern the 
administration of Regional Park and Open Space District grants for Conservancy 
projects.  This Procedural Guide would appropriately govern the administration of 
the recommended additional grant as well.  The Director of Parks and Recreation 
would be authorized to award a grant when all applicable conditions under the 
procedural guide have been met.   
 
County Counsel has reviewed these actions as to form. 
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